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Distinguished Colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure to be here with you for the Workshop which has been organized by ITU, the Global TD-LTE Initiative, GTI, China Mobile and TD International Alliance. This workshop provides us an excellent platform to share the regulation of spectrum, the latest commercial network development, the advanced solutions of TD-LTE across the whole industry.
We are honored today by the presence of:
· Mr. Liu Lihua, Vice Minister of MIIT, China.
ITU continues to be a strong supporter of the benefits of new technologies, and it is clear that we are now on the road to a dramatically-improved mobile Internet experience, with the approval at ITU’s Radiocommunication Assembly in January 2012 of the IMT-Advanced standards, which of course include TD-LTE-Advanced, as supported by China Mobile and other members of the GTI. TD-LTE standard has shown a natural advantage in spectrum utilization rate and reducing the gap between mobile internet and data since it was proposed.
China Mobile has supported ITU activities across its standardization work and in particular at the ITU Telecom events, and we greatly appreciate China Mobile’s contributions.
At Expo 2010 in China, almost two years ago, I was honoured to be invited, along with the ITU Secretary-General, Dr Hamadoun Touré,. to test China Mobile’s TD-LTE trial operation – and we were very impressed with that demonstration in Shanghai.
China Mobile, with its other partners in the GTI, had launched the initiative TD-LTE-Advanced at the GSMA held in February 2012. We are pleased to see their continuous efforts to promote this technology at Telecom 2012 here in Dubai which is the second workshop of this topic. The first one was held during TELECOM 2011. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to wish you all great success.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
ITU launched the latest statistics report “The Measuring the Information Society (MIS) Report 2012” on 11 October 2012.
According to this report, during 2011, we saw 600 million new mobile cellular subscriptions globally, and 300 million new Internet users. This means that by the beginning of this year there were close to six billion mobile cellular subscriptions and 2.3 billion people – a third of the world’s inhabitants – were online. According to the same report, we learnt that today the price of ICT services has dropped on average by 30% between 2008 and 2011.
In this report, there are some other key findings:
· At the end of 2011, there were almost twice as many active mobile-broadband as fixed-broadband subscriptions.
· In developing countries mobile-broadband is more affordable than fixed broadband, holding the potential to bring more people online. 
· Mobile-cellular services represent almost two-thirds (62 per cent) of total telecommunication revenues. They are the prime source of revenue in developing countries, where they registered a 30 per cent growth rate between 2007 and 2010, due to continued growth in subscription rates.
· In 2010, global revenues from telecommunication services represent 2.4 per cent of the world GDP.
With the explosive growth in mobile data traffic, the mobile communication industry is facing the challenge of spectrum availability. Unpaired spectrum becomes advantageous to meet the demand of the asymmetric nature of Internet traffic. TD-LTE technology, with its flexibility in resource and spectrum configuration, has the potential to efficiently utilize unpaired spectrum. Commercial TD-LTE networks have been launched in global markets.
I am very pleased to note that the TD-LTE technologies have been adopted by many operators. Under the rapid development of TD-LTE, LTE TDD/FDD becomes the unique and global technology. It increased the efficiency of global spectrum resources, and greatly satisfied global mobile internet demand. ITU is keen on TDD technology development, and willing to join force with global industry to further promote and assist in resource allocation and market opportunity for LTE TDD/FDD.
I would like to assure you that ITU will continue its efforts to work with you for a better life of the whole human being assisted by the advanced 4G mobile technology.
I sincerely wish you a very successful workshop.
